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ji^Ir. President, T wifllli, with as little con- 
sumption ,of the lime of the Senate as 
possible, to set forth the reasons which, 
■ijpoh the fullest consideration that I have 
had the opportunity of giving to this sul^- 
]eci, constrain mc to vote jigainst this 
report. In Boirrje re^p^cts, undoubtedly, 
iiic amendment proposed byihe.confiinit- 
tee, t>r cotiference meets my cordial con- 
currence- I was opposed to the admis- 
iiqn of* Kansas upon the basis of the Le- 
compton Constitution, because I thought 
that, instrument not only did not express 
tile will of the people of Kansas, but was 
against their knowa_ will and wishes; and 
moreover I thoqght it had been made by 
(raiid and political trickery. I opposed, 
tiiefefore, the enforcement of that Consti- 
tuiioh upon the people of Kansas. That 
was the main point of controversy then. 
CeVilenien on the other side regarded it 
18 being presented in all the forms of law, 
and, said that those forms of law thiough 
i which this question had passed in the 
Territory of Kansas, preckided us froni 
'' iny/esaRiination beyond them. I sup- 
posed that forms were only intended to 
promote and ascertain the truth — -not that 
ijiey, confined and crushed the truth, and 
pclii'ded all examination into it. 
j J was opposed to enforcing ihis-instru- 
Bioiit iipon the people against their will, 
Riid,Uiait\c'd, as I supposedf with fraud. 
Oiber gentlemen took different views of 
the case, and insisted .upon its prompt 
a|nd i(Ti mediate aiJpption, arid the absolute 
adoiiission of ' ihe State into the Union 
jij)on it. yhe committee of coriference, 
lit their cohsidera!tioii of tlie subject, have 



changed the views which were .entertained 
by the !^enatR at that lime, and have now- 
agreed to abandon the Lecomptoo Con- 
stitution, so far at least rs to aubmit it to 
the people of Kansas now fpr.their , affirm- 
ation. So far we aie* agreed. 

But, sir, in making that Bubmissiqn to 
the people, certain consequences are at- 
tached to^ it, winch 1 think, are an unjusf, 
an improper encumbrance upon the , free 
right of the people to chcQsje their insti- 
tutions for ihemseivea. In the bill substi- 
tuted by the House, pf B^pyesentatives ia 
place of the Senate's bill, there was a fair 
submission of the Lecompton Constitu- 
tion provided for, and the people were 
toid, "if you aflirm this, vve^ry well; it is 
all at your discretion; .a;3naiter of choice 
with.you, free, uninfluencedcfair; choose 
as you please; aid , if you choose to re- 
ject this Constitution, as not satisfactory 
to you, a Convention of the .people of the 
Territory shall immediately(he called, to 
make, such Constitinion as i» satisfactory; 
and upon that Constitution';? being raad|3, 
and upon. a reference of it to llie people, 
if they shall affirm what therConventioa 
has done, the President of the ,Unit<j«i 
States, being made acquajfsted /with the 
fact, ishall announce it iby, proclamation, 
and thereafter the^State BhalLhe consider*" 
ed as one of the Ujiion. 

That ialthe biH which th^ .Senats ha§ 
voted against. The. coratmittee of con- 
ference, abandoning, as I say,! the enforce; 
mecit oi the Lecomptou . Constitution as 
an absolute orje, ?ind the admission of the 
State as an absolute iidtnission,,CQmQ to 
our ground, so far as to agree that that 
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jMetrument shall be submitted to the peo- 
pleo The' committee of coiilefence say it 
shall be submitted to the people; but how 
submitted ? In the fair, open, unencum- 
bered manner that it was to be by the bill 
of the House of Representatives ? No, sir. 

I have said thai this uavv amendment 
proposes the submission of the Coastitu- 
tio.i. I am substantially correct in that 
statement. Literally, however, it is but a 
submission oi certain, grants of land which 
have been habitually made by Congress, 
upon the formation and admissicn of new 
Slates — grants for i)Chool purposes, grants 
for a university, grants for establishing a 
seat of .Government. It submits these 
grants, and the condition upon which 
they are made, to wit, that tho State ac- 
cepting them shall not be at hberty to in- 
terfere ^ith the disposal of the public 
lands or to impose taxes upon thcra- — it 
refer's this formal part of the instrument 
of admission to the people. It submits 
tb thfenv the question, are you willing to 
lake these grants of land or not? That 
is tlie only question to be submitted to 
the people, but by legislation a conse- 
quence is to flow from their action per- 
fectly arbitrary in its nature, and altogeth- 
er illogical in the concIUsioTi. If they are 
Willing 10 take the land, it is to be inferred 
that they are willing to take a Constitution 
which is known to be obnoxious to them; 
and if they reject the grants of land for 
any leasdn, or without any reason, then 
they are to be considered as rejecting the 
Constit^ti6n^. Here is a side issue, era 
collateral consequence, infinitely more 
important than the direct question pro- 
pounded to the people. 

Now, sir, why is this? It is in effect, 
I «rant, for I do not wish to stand on 
mere formalities or technicalities, a sub- 
mission of the Constitution to the peoijle. 
It is a sort of feigned issue out of Con- 
gress. That issue the peopie are to try. 
The Avorldi looking at that issue, might 
say: "Wellj'what of this; what do you 
say about the Constitution ; there is noth- 
ing here about it?" Oh, wfell, but we 
will annex, by law, a legal conseijiiehce, 
though no man vvould ever think of deri- 
vihg it.&s a legitimate and logical conse- 
quence; and that consequence shall be, 
if ybii take the land, you take another 
thing entirely distinct from it — ia certain 
Coiistitution. Yon 



agree 



to waive all 



your objections U . m regard as 

obnoxious e.harac Inoxio'iS pa 

if you take the Ian,. ; ou ( o not vv 
the land, or 'f you reject it because i 
not as much as you desite or as mud 
you hoped for, then you shall be com 
ered as rejecting the Constitution, thoi 
you may, in fact, be satisfied with it. '. 
this a fiiir submission of it to the peop 
You say to them, in effect, " vote for I ; 
obnoxious Cpnstit?ition ; agree to put-l 
Hule yoke on your neftks; and you si 
be rewarded for it with lands without 11 
almost." 

Sir, is nut that offering a temptaiit 
They are to have the land if they aco 
»he ConGfitiitioH ; if they do not, they , a 
not to have it. Does it mean to hold n 
the idea that, by possibility, thie is tlr, 
last chauc3 for obtaining that land; i 
that having once rejected it in due ft. : 
of law, this form of law shall be se» < 
against then! as an estoppel— I think 
word we have heard so often is estoppe; 
against their ever Having any more lai . 
Will the world consider it fair? Will j 
people of the United States consider it ft . 
If the people of Kansas are entitled 
vote upon the Lecbmpton Constituti* 
they are entitled to it in virtU9 of l\v 
right of self-governrhent ; ihey are entjl 
to it in virtue of that great sovereign p 
ular right,' by virtue of which every G 
ernment that we represent here star.. 
We have nc right to diminish, no right 
control, no right to encumber it. l\ 
their right, and jrod have no right to arii 
penalties or conditions to the exercise 
it. Although fhave no idea that it ia ! 
intention of Congress, to withhold ft' 
them, at any time hereafler, these lab ; 
yet read this bill, and see if that is not 
impression it may make. At any ri 
this is a great bonus offered to them ' 
immediate admission. This is'calculi 
to take away fro jh the submission "the cii 
plexioil of fairness and eqtiality ; it is'( 
feulated to take away from it thiS ,faQ« 
justice. ' • ■ ! - 

More than that : not only is this r^w 
to acccmpony one vote that they niay g| 
but ' there is jiiiother consequence. % 
rrieasure says 'tb th^ pecipie df iCans 
"If you choose tb take this Lecomp 
Constitution, with all its imperfectibhs 
its head ; if you' choose tb ' nilenice. ?ll 
cornplaints and all the' detiunciati* 
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which you have made againal k; if you 
ciioose to humiliate yourselves aa fieenien 
by a confession of as tntich baseness as 
{hat would imply, ihen, no niPttev what 
your inumbena are, we shall make no in- 
quiry, but come into the Un'oii at once, 
with !ili the dowry of land which we give 
ciirnewly-ad'mitted and inlynt States ; you 
shall coinc in at once to the great family 
of sovereign States ; you shall come into 
tlie Senate of the Unittid States; you shall 
come into the House of Representatives; 
aiirt you shall sit side by oide with those 
great and mighty States which achieved 
tlie Revolution, an'd achieved the liberties 
.which we here enjoy— come in and share 
wilh us the crown and the sceptre ; accept 
these grants ;viih this Constitution, and 
jcu shall do it instantly, and we will make 
"O inquiry as to your numbers. Only 
accept this Constitution, and all these 
things are yours; but reject it, and you 
shall not only not come in now as a sover- 
eign StatCi hut we will inquire into yOur 
natnbers, and you shall not come in now 
under any form' of Constitution, nor shall 
'joti ever come in, under any form of Con- 
stitution, until your population shall 
amount tq.that number which is fixed by 
the general law as the ratio of representa- 
tion throughout the country." 
;;Here, sir, are the benefits, and here are 
lli'e penalties that are to attend upon the 
joie to be given in Kansas. Is this a fair 
submission f Is it for us — guardians, if of 
n(}t!iiag else, of the political morality of 
lilt country— to put such a temptation in 
llieway of OUT people, those who are sub- 
ject to our laws, and must follow our bid- 
iliag? ' if these are unfair encumbrances 
tifoH ihe right of suffrage, is it not wrong 
in us to place this great free principle 
\ Mder such' trammels and encumbrances 
as'We are now doing? So it seems to 
n*i and, in my opinion; those v/ho con- 
: tfer it candidly will come to the same 
i eoBelusio>n. If ihyfri^nds, who have been 
in'favor 6f the Lecompton Constitution, 
* aid especially thofee ' who have been 
opjitjsed to its snbrntssioii to the people, 
■ slis!!' look Candidly at it, they V, ill see, noi 
onlf that the submission which they op- 
' P^i« has been granted, but see that that 
''jMbiiiiasion, and the vote which "id to be 
^ jgi»6tr under it, are encumbered by condi- 
''I'ions, by trammels, aiid ; by temptations, 
l%,h ought not to be prestinted^by Us to 



any portion o»^ our people. Miigt not that 
be their conclusion? 

Mr. President, anxious as T am to see 
♦his subject entirely settled, and this Kan- 
sas volcano extinguished, closed up, filled 
up forever, I would rather that these meas- 
ures should all fail, and Kansas be left just 
where you found her, than where this bill 
would place her. To. do nothing would 
place her where this bill would ; but it 
v»ould place her there without this' inju- , 
rious and Unjust Jcgislalion on our part. 
This bill, if she refuses to accept the Le- 
compton Constitution, remits her to a 
Territorial condition. She is now in ti' 
Territorial condition. She will remain in 
it if no legislation be adopted by Congress. 
What good, then, is this to effect ? is not 
every gentleman here morally certain that' 
all these temptations will fail, and that this 
Constitution will be rejected? I am per- 
fectly certain that it will be rejected ; she' 
Vi»i'l be a Territory then, under the force of 
this legislation. She is a Territory now ; 
and she will continue to be a Territory if 
this bill passes, and she r(3jiects the Con- 
stitution. Then, what have we gai '.ed by 
it? Nothing; hot a straw ; not the dust 
in the balance in which the pieace of the 
country is weighed. 

' Another and further distinctiori between', 
the House bill and this bill is, that the 
Houee bill provided, in case df the rejec- 
tion of the Lecomptoti Constitution, an." 
immediate remedy fot that, by calling 
another Convention, which Convention/ 
before the next session of Congress, the 
bill supposed, would have formed a Con- 
stitution, which would have been '^cted 
upon, and we should come here findiug 
Kansas a State in th6 Uhion — ^at any r^e, 
the question put but of our hands] foi: if ' 
they rejected this, we prbvided the means 
of their making another; This bill saiys, 
if they reject this, there is ho rneans, of 
their making anothier, and they shall not 
have another; it shall be postponed in- 
definitely ; and we here authorize them, ' 
when they have obtained' a certain amount 
of population, liut not iill then, to inake a ' 
Constitution; thus leaving this vexed and 
vexatious question open, to pour but fur- 
ther troubles on the land. " 

!t abandons, then— -and that is all it- 
does in concurrence with triy ideas of the 
proper course on this subject— the Le- 
compton Constitution, by agreeing to sub-' 
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mil it to, tho: people. It does no moro i 
than the House ^ill «li<i on that point. In i 
all the, rest it is, faulty ; in all the rest it is 
^ poor^ maitnedi imitation of the bill of the 
ll^ouse, WQjsj? for every change that. has 
been., made, and by these very changfjs 
creating insuperable obstacles to prevent 
those who jiiew ivaa I «lo from giving 
their conciirreficp. l» the report of this 
coinmiitee. j rejpice at it, so far as they 
go to abandon ijie Leconjpton Qonstitu-' 
tipn ; butj sir, how strangely. are the views 
changed upon this subject, which will be 
satisfied with this report of the committee 
here? Tl^e president,, in his special mes- 
sage,, aflej; arguiiig^^ the question and. rec- 
ommending a ind;, urging us to adopt the 
Lecompioa Constitution, among other 
reasons, says, it is the, shortest and quick- 
est w,ay, to <?lo^e up this Kansas question, 
and all the agitations that have grown out 
of it. That is oae of the President's in- 
ducements, tie. tells us, that will, be the 
coiiseque^ce* He tells us, if we do not 
agree to it,: djangerons results will follow. 
Thi* was the. arguoK/nt here. What, now, 
do i the committee of conference propose ? 
T^cy a^bandon. the President, they aban- 
ctou all his reasonp,. they abandon his rec- 
ommendation, his authority is, set at 
ii^ught--.and what do they do? After 
haying given tho President niuch reason to 
bdipve th^t, ^o this ei^tent at least — that is, 
o^fihortejping th^ method of settling the 
Kansas quuestioiir— "they concurred with 
him in. opinront ijsi the arguments of gen- . 
tl^jnen di<i P"*, th^ original bill, ihey now : 
turn round and say it is far from theif pur- 
ppse to adopt the shortest and the quick- 
est way for thejadmission of Kansas, to , 
qtit^O all thqs.e d;atpbance8, and . to quiet 
t^e|^nd^.bj^^^Wttingi^erii)to ihp Union ; 
that is, poV their pqiRQSR at atl j,: aow they 
say to h^r, ilaife does not take this thing, 
she, shall' i^ot come into the Union i she 
eka}] waii, how long I do n6t know— the 
President does not know. AU the celeri- 
ty of BioveroeBt to a particular goal is laid, 
aa^d^ ; and^now, iC the President concurs 
in.it, as, if >t wefo in retverttraeut on his 
pjgrt^which l would not attribute to him— 
b«t re^ijDtnient itself could not have die- 
tatea a course morc^ calculated to avenge' 
thjC wrong of refusing the Lecompton 
CQQstitution absolutely, than the one 
whi(^ is now proposed, that unless thoy 
is^Q U they shall not cqmc, into the Union 



•for, an in definite time— -byrthei a<iopt iiQ 
this., araendmsnt his friends say to 
President, and by this repor.t the pomr 
tee of conference say' to him» " xve do 
care whether that time i» long on sht 
we do not agree wiih yo», sip,. On 
question of the Lecompton ConHtitutj 
or a continuation; of .-ill difficu,ltiep, anid 
the dtsluthancas,, and all the pecils, wt 
have grown out of it in the: cwinti 
That is, tho action, that is the legislnti 
of Congreps, if this report be adopted. 

I do not wish unnecessarily to enla 
on, this subject. I have stated the m 
reasons why I cannot vote for the repi 
It seems to me to be in perfect; con 
nance with the prejudices and. suispicit 
which have been excited in Kansns, t 
the committee of conference propose 
change in the board to govern the el 
tion which She b\U of the House prefto 
ed and authorized. That authorized { 
commiasioners, tVte Governor, and Set 
tary of the Territory^ two oScera of 
Prewdent'a. appointment, and two h 
viduals of the Territory, who mipht be, 
one the President of the Council, nnd 
other the Speaker of the House of Rep 
sentatives of the Legislature, Anyth 
of them were to constitute aboard. No 
ing therefore could be done in the hot 
without one of the President's appoint! 
being there, or one of the people?8 appoi 
ees being there. Here the board js incrc: 
ed to the number of five, and another olB 
of the President's appointment—the I 
itrict Attorney of the Territory — is. addi 
making five, any thrc® pf vsibiom may a 
so that the judges, appointed hf (be Pit 
,,dent to guard this election, will coo»titi > 
a majocity, and can ddcide anything, s 
everything,, and have the olectk)>n in th 
i own. hand? .W^ know that thia mat 
of regulating; elections has bocH one 
the great causes of jealousy and euapici 
and complaint in. Kansas— I need not s 
how justly^ for that ia not in queatjorv 
but wo have I enfidence enough 'nnqo< 
tionably to show that the puhlio mi)< 
there has been full of jealousy, full of si 
picion, of tho^e who regulated! their ele 
tiona. It has beett charged that they CO 
' trolled them by pretended . votes, by f»l 
returns, or by one unfairness oi;,anoih< 
at tho polln — polls which were govern' 
entirely by party judges. The bill of tl 
House proposed to take them out of U 
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hanfia of pwty altiogsther, so that neither 
shpuld, have any right to comp>laiu. It 
proposed to. have a power ahov,e, party in; 
this partkulat to govern and C9mrol this 
eJectio,n.. We.GUoae iDey wlw>, t>y theiit 
official stations, stood high, and wh^Kse 
integrity might be , relied upon ; but this 
QP.rnniitlqe propose to add a, fifth, which, 
destroys the character of ini partial iiy— 
that character calculated to repel susspi- 
cion, and repel jealousy. This ia compar- 
atively a small atfair^ and I would give 
■tery Utile consequence to it ; hut the 
other is the main ground of objection, as 
it seems to nie. I,t; is not faic; it is not 
equal ; it ia not jiust. 

I ask n>y friends, of the Souths if the 
case, \yere reversed between the North and 
the South, what would the South say to 
such a mode of submission ? What would 
the South, say lo the North, if the North 
proposed to her, " we will submit this 
Constitution; we will say thai if you ac- 
cept it we will give you land ;, we will give 
you immediate admission into the^ Union 
as a Staie ; we will say to all the aspirants 
in the. Territory, ' you who want to be 
Senators, yon who hope to obtain that 
hon<^ed. placjei you who want to be Rep- 
resentatives from the newngtate, (and these 
are generally the fin^t and in0ue,ntial citi- 
zens,) to you we offer immediate ad mia» 
8jon> and the immediate opportunity of 
obtaining theso cherished and hoped-for 
honors; but reject it, and you shall be in- 
deiiaitejy postponed.' " . That ia not fair. 
What , would the iSouth say if .the .case/ 
\yere TQTersedi ftnd Hjio Noriih \?ere to; put 
this for o) of qncation; to a pcoposiud State 
tbgt hajd Oi msjority in? favor.of Slavery and 
a ,alave..SJtatQ t Would they not- tliink it 
v^iy hand ?" - 1 wouldi. I wouldi ,@purrt it ; 
I wouJd resist. itTTfresist it toi the utter- 
most! .1 would, demand f*it those of my 
section a fair olectiotn upon equal terras. 

.( You have waited too long fot the appli- 
C9j^ion in this cast} of a rule lequiring a 
cei^tfiin pppulatioQk.bi^foFe Kiajisias cari be 
admitted. I believe, as far back as tte 
last Congress,. tha bill of my. fiiertd fittn 
Qeorgia [Mr. Toombs]! proposed to au- 
thorise them to come into tho Union with 

i tiler nnmbera ihey UieOi bad., ; I voted for 
itf^i and w«it nMid» this excoption in respect 
to KanBas, on the ground not merely of 
right on her part, hut because she was the 
SQurqe of §q much troubii^i, and m Kouch, 



agitation throttgh^Mlt the lahd, that «/c de- 
sired to 8U[i»preB3 the evil, and her admis-^ 
sion Wias thought to be the best mode of 
doing iu The proposition for her admisn 
sion in that btll-, I am certain, v^as founded 
upon and moved by these patriotic , and, 
jucvt .considerations, on the part. .of my 
friend fcom Georgia, even then. As long 
as there was a hope of establishing the 
tecompion Constitution arbitrarily on; 
these people against their will, did any- 
body hear sny serious objections made to 
it ou the ground that they bad not the re- 
quisite popttlatiofi? No, air. It is now 
only announced; and,, coming in this 
way, it does como as a penalty upon the 
people. All our legislation hae. been 
based on the ideia that iu this exceptional 
esse, to guard against, the mischiefs ,that 
Kansas had created throughotit the coun- 
try, we would take her into the Union^ 
bind her in tho Federal; chain, and leave' 
her to herself, to drag that chain along as 
she could or liaighi; to have upon her nil 
its obligations, to govern herself, and to 
govern; herself at her own hazaid ; and 
thus, to use a familiar expression, localize 
all the trouble she might create among 
her own people,. and confine it to. them. 
We have pursued that policy; we have 
proceeded upon that concession upon 
every side, and by every one; we. ha*e 
legislated upon it throughouit, .up to this; 
moment ; and now, for the first limQ, aft«r 
these long concessiooSi digfranphiscmont 
is ibr^iateisqd ii tiie: penalty of being tsesxiit-' 
ted indefiiniteiy to a Territorial; condition 
is held out, if the people do not accept a 
Constitution that we io)ow is obno.xi'ons 
to them.: , ' . : c ' 

-I sa^, Mv. President,' that: it d€M!» not 
appea,^ to me that tbb is fair; and oi- 
thougb'I belong, as every man laiust do, 
lo 8prn0 part or some sectif^n of ifae coun- 
try, I want to see josiice; doners My cx- 
perieace teaches that: jtissticfe aloae is 
a lasting /foundation, in. public; or in pri- 
vate li/e, for everything derir and valuable. 
It is th0^^only sure, Unshakable, imperish- 
able foundation, aad upon that basis alono' 
can the connections and rolotious betweeti^ 
States, and nations be : calculated on a* 
permanently settled. : Nothing cists ^*?ill 
do. The affections of the human l<earfc 
may aid, 1 trust have aided, I hope will 
long continue ito aid, in strengthening 
this, permanent fouiud'a.iiDn whicii JusUjco 
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hersplf has made ; btif these are IranBito- 
ry and changeable. Gircumstancea may 
create a flow of kind feeling^; cit^uin- 
Btandes m^y produce a fatal end t6 them. 
They win not do for a foundation. Like 
a Ibundation, that is laid upon the sand, 
or upon the water> it is tmsiable, change- 
able. Justice' is eternal, evetlasting. If 
yosi want to secure it, the attempt nierelj* 
to gRt up a good feeling for the moment 
is not BUfficient. It may be a remedy par- 
tiallyi for a day or for an hour; but that 
is not \^ hat we want. We want some- 
thing that shall last. That is justice. Jus- 
tice will quiet everybody. 

Then, is this justice ? You want to 
quiet all these agitations. S6 do i ; no 
man more than I. Anything and every- 
thing that was in my power would I do 
to accomplish the object. Let us try im- 
partial justice—no crimination, no retalia- 
tion. Do justice. Upon that we can stand 
firm, and defy all the accidents and 
chances of time or circumstance. That 
ia my mode of giving security to the North 
and to the South, to the East and to the 
West ; and without it there will be no 
permanent peace, there will be no tran- 
quillity. Evil generates nothing but evil ; 
injustice generates nothing but injualice ; 
and her steps are constantly from bad to 
worse. Now, I ask, is this right? Is it 
just ? That is the question the Senate 
ought to consider. Each gentlemaiv can 
resolve it for himself. ' -5 have gi"en the 
reasons which have guided me't«> the so- 
lutior» of that questtoo at which I have 
arrived. 

We hear, Mr. President, a great deal 
about this section and that section, and a 
rnou's sHegiance' to otie section aad ah- 
other section. Within ft certain limit and 
scope j this language is allowable enough ; 
but, eir, take my case. What is ;the po- 
sition of my State? I know, in tne sort 
of poiitical geography which has been 
made of our dbuntry, in spite of its^aiu- 
ra! geography, the extremes of Nbrth' and 
South have sWallowed up all ihe Stktcs; 
but what propriety is there in this ?' la 
there "not a great Western section, geo- 
graphie%liy, as well as a Ndrthern and a 
Southern scctisn.* In my country vire 
call ourselves W€sstnrn men. Geographi- 
cally we have that position in this Union. 
You have an extreme to the North, with 
itB pecuiiar employments and m peculiar 



opinions. A different state of things | 
exists at the extreme South. Yoii ate 1 
both upon the oceiin ; but v\here are we ? 
We are in- the Great West— we are the ! 
Great West.^' Though not equal at this 
time, in point of popuk'aortj to eithei- the 
Northern or the Southern section, we are 
destined to be more in population thati 
both of them put together — destined to 
have more of the surpUns of the products 
of the earth in our hands than all the rest 
of the United States; occupying the most 
fei'tile region of the world in all that Is i 
necessary for the subsistence and comfort 
of mankind; and, in the language of that 
famous French writer, De Tocqueville, 1 
occupying a region the finest and the ' 
most glorious that the Almighty ever msde 
for the habitation of man. That is our 
country in the West. We touch no 
ocean ; we are interior. We lie in no 
connection with the North ; we are far 
from the South. 

What peculiar interest does this geo- 
graphical position of ours give us ? North 
and South msiy oceasionally have their 
passions excited to think that one or the 
other would be ^better off in the case of, 
a dissolution. We know that; we have 
seen some symptoms of it, unhappily for 
us all. We have heard the expression of 
such sentiments. These are the senti- 
ments of extremes, far separated, with 
different institutions, and, to some extent, 
different interests, leading occasionally 
to harshness of feeling on either side. 
When a tariff is refused, perhaps North- 
em men think they tt^oold be better off 
without the Union. The South has occa- 
sionally ihoughti you know, that she 
would be better dff' without you. All 
these opinions may be hoirest, but all ' 
these'varianccs of aentlme'nt lead to one 
deplorable effect — ^the breaking ' of our' 
great Union, the destruction of the ntight- 
lest hopes of man, the destruction of ttje 
mightiest hopes that all mankind might 
derive fro*".: out example of piiblio'lib* 
C!5V and pubiic' prosperity. ■ • 

For the reasons I hsive mentioned, 
North or Somh may" be Occasionally ef" 
opinion' that their interests would be ben* 
eiited by a separation— Opinions honestly,' 
it may be patriptionlly, entertained; but 
what must everlastingly be thd sentiment 
of that great Western legion of country 
to which I have atiuded? Their interest, 
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if I ipay call it so, their peculiar interest, 
is the Union. There never can be a time 
when any one of us in that .section can 
think it is our interest f at this Union 
sh QuId be destroyed, I _ ask gentlemen 
here, coining frojn the region of which I 
speak, how many men ;ire there that you 
have found in that region who counte- 
nance for a moment the idea of disunion? 
They are all of one iiiind' — instinctively of 
one mind. Instinctively they understand 
their interest ; and that ia the great per- 
vading motive of mankind, on which alone 
durable relations can be established. What 
is your interest, ypu of the West? I have 
painted your condition feebly, and your 
productions. What are yoa to do? Are 
your products to rot upon your hands, and 
to. be the cause of pestilence among you? 
No; but it must be so, unless you can 
find vent for iiheni somewhere. Where 
are ypu to go ? If a diimemberment of 
•the Union takes place between the North 
and South, you are opposed to that, for- 
ever opposed to it, because it ia to lake 
away frorn you one of the means of ac- 
cess to the ocean and to the world, and to 
the marts of the world, for the sale of your 
productions. If there, was a division be- 
tween the North and South, the West might 
be occluded entirely either fron; going to 
the markets of New Yoik or going to 
New Orleans, without being subject to 
tolls and taxes; and could that be borne? 
It would be 5i mighty byrden for them to 
bear. It is their interest to avoid that 
burden. It is their interest, their peculiar 
interest, and must ever remain so, to keep 
the Union together, in order that they rtday 
have that mighty scope of free trade which 
they now enjoy. They will always have 
more to sell than any other equal number 
of people on the face of the earth. They 
have more than would glut New Orleans, 
more than would glut New York, if it 
could ali be poured there. We want all 
these accesses. In our very position there 
is a local, a natural, a destined patriotism, 
so far as the Union is concerned. We 
must be found in it. Our prosperity, I 
may say, if not our existence as an agri- 
cultural people, depends on the preserva- 
tion of the Union, and all the means for 
exportation and for commerce that both 
the Northern and Southern sections afford. 
We must go through both sections in 
order to find markets abroad for those pro- 



ducts which are not to be consumed in 
our own countiy. , We are enlisted and 
bound by an everlasving and perpetual 
bond of interest to stand by and protect 
the Union <br.the sake of the commerce, 
and for iha sake of the freedom of ttade 
which it, and it alone, secures to us. 
This is our peculiar intere^st. The North 
may have its ; the South its ; this is burs; 
You of this region ought to consider 
youreeives as bound, by this interest, if 
possible, to superior care and' vigilance 
over its preservation. We, having this 
interest always to guide us, an instructive 
as well as a judicious guide, standing be- 
tween these two extremes, ought -to take 
care that justice be done by one extremity 
to ihe other. We have no interest, gen* 
tiemen of the North and South, that is not 
yours, so far as mere unioh goes ; but^wo 
have an interest beyond that; we have a 
material, a peculiar interest in the preser- 
vation of the. Union of ihese States, for 
the sake of the trade and the market 
which it gives us. This ought to govern 
our actions. We, should consider our- 
selves as the appointed guardians of this 
particular interest, having a deeper stake 
than others in the preservation of the 
Union, and hound to. stand together in 
every fretful momehtof discontent between 
the North and South, to see that equal jus- 
tice be done to both and to all. mi. 

This is the position which I feel for my- 
self and my brother Senators who repre- 
sent that section of country; and I wish 
it were so that these great political truths 
were known and recognised, even in half 
thei^ value, by every man who lives in that 
region, rtiuch less every one who repre- 
.sents them. We should be then as a 
sentinel set up in the Constitution, to 
watch over the Union, for the sake of 
protecting that which we shall be sure 
never to forget — our local and materir' 
interests. That will keep us awake con- 
stantly. We can have no prejudices 
against North and South. Our prosperity, 
to a great degree, depends upon them. 
We bail and cherish them all as our fel- 
low-citizens, all as parts of the grand 
whole which constitutes us a mighty na- 
tion, now talked of in all the courts of 
Europe as one of the great Powers of the 
earth ; and but a few years shall sweep 
over us, when, instead of being one 
of the great Powers of the world, we 



shaDI) be ranked! as ^e; greatesti'PofWfeY*; 
iwiiBii=«uir word and'our-fewi ou* wordd of 
jtrstics sapii' our laws ' of ■ liberty;- shall be 
heard' oil andv kii3?«v^ through^ tit the - h&b-i 
jiablea .globe.)! : What na glbridtiS tnissidh 
ahdi ' Whai: IS bright ''day yof prospenty is 
thusopresented to;^! Are we,'the de^i 
tineif heids and-inheritors'Of su&h a<migl^ty 
land' ae tfeis is^,!tO!?ower our thoughts tb 
the: :pra«tioe {^ littlei'aris 'ariti ; little p&\t- 
cies,' about th^ terriis and donditibtis tip&R 
Wjhicit a little feeble Tetritoiy is 16 be sidr 
mitted itrto tfefe^ Uniou ? Ar^e !we' to be 
distracted^ with thisiiL^othptOii iju^lion ? 
Is it;6t foriheobnsid^atiuniof meh;'irorii 
ad .we are' to «uch a mighty' deistiriy-iiHifrri 
irom wibose ioini^ iff td spring a generation 
¥rfe© shall heve a ©otisnnment Wider <hati 
. imperial' Bi^e^^ossefesed^ Oailiiol w^e 
deal iwiththeserlittle'thingd chat diiiturb <out 
peace; without 411b wing th^eyi to excite us 
into aiiy acts that may even ajiparfciilly be 
unjust of uiieqiial'^X'Cite tts to' any Utj* 
just and fistful i'legrtsliition* on ftiiysub* 
ject? :i >•• -i' '-i'i ■' ■■ '<'■ 

;The veary- thoughts Uiat< are nature! to a 
citizen of (these great United States shotild 
prbventit^ If he will but raise hjs eyeisifr&m 
the ground on •which he trigads^ if he wi|| 
lift ap.thatfaoe which God ha^ given hini 
to ^ook to hoaven, and took forward, isf 
thB^e:B9i< enough- to swellthe heart otthei 
nation, to giv&'it a digriity and* cdnee^- 
quence: in4ts own contemplations, t^ faise 
it above all tfae little mists asid fifeiftil ptd- 



icifes of ' the aay ? -Wie hftye only to 'think 
of kiursfelviBS,' to ' ftpprfebiate btfrselveV, lb 
act' u!p to darselve^,' tfild 'thett 'tread ih the 
path^ bf jusrtidB, diMjffhWjg ib 'd6 ahythiii^ 
btrti'jtk^tice, eijuil justifefe-^hbt only " Hot 
io -do injusiitiey 'k'rJd I Tatfi' ^iire Mentibrial 
injustice is 'noie'desigiied' by [ifiHy rhieihi-' 
ber^t^ do not only justice, biit' *tb avoid 
thb i^Usjiicibri or appeaFdtibfe of itijus-; 
lice ' in' : bftf cbndUct' ' tbwir^s tTie ' 'dtfferi 
feiit jf^arts of this great a*fid hiighty' lUbily;.' 
This is the bfbjfebt i ?iavb' er^lekVbHid to 
acc!6n»plis'h, vVitli^biit little efleut;! kiibw; 
I haV^e abted'in 'd'^pirit of etitirb Hb"attidbki'- 
mfei\t of eVtety selfish ']f)Wrp6se ^atid 'eV6ry 
selfish- "feerwigi I aikf be'^ltbgi^thfer 't^i^^ 
in thesie" *ifev(rs.: "I- fid'^e ' d<»b^ ' wHat' I 
thbught' felest for ^tey • .bdiiri^y, an'a my- 
whble tibuMry-iibeSt for bveiy i^^^^ it.' , 
The beat %ay of 'protactin^ tjife iiebul^dr ! 
ilit^l-est of 'evei'yiSebiio'n fs by doiti^ fecjuiai 
jqstibe'; and that *yo'n '^ay b;b feiirS*!' will ; 
aiways =db, fetbcbfdiog tb my conceptipW, * 
where the South is i^hcerhbd. ' She shall' 
ha*iB jtistibd*, the Nbrtli '^hdH hUi'o jiis- 
tice ; bvery ,pottibn ;bf 'thy bbu^try shalt 
haVe 'jiisycid/'a^ I .\irider^ah'H it." ' It is iii 
that spiHti a spirit ino'tfensiVe ih itMf to' 
any b^e, that'! have ^^n^edyored to in jike 
gbod' liry ^ppbsitibh ' ib' this Lecbjirpltbti! 
procbbdrng.-''^' ' ' ' 'l' 

Mxi President, With thesie rem'atks; ahdi 
thankful f6r thb aberitioii 'wittt Whifch tbey 
havis b^en rebbived by the Sbn ate, I will 
bbt 'tt-iespass loiigbr on thfeir patiencb; " ' 
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